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Title:
Women and Politics 

Catalog Description:
This is an introductory course to the study of the United States’ political process from a gender perspective. Specifically, the course 
looks at how gender impacts the political process in the United States and how women impact the political process at the federal, 
state, and local levels of government. Content includes addressing policy issues that may be of particular interest to women. Policy 
topics may vary and include reproductive rights, pay, employment, child care, and health care. 

Credit Hour(s):
3 

Lecture Hour(s):
3 

Requisites
Prerequisite and Corequisite
POL-1010 American National Government, or HIST-1020 History of Civilization II, or HIST-1520 United States History Since 1877. 

Outcomes
Course Outcome(s):
Demonstrate an understanding of how gender’s role impacts women's participation in the United States' political process. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities. 

Objective(s):
1. Explain how women engaged with and continue to engage with the United States’ political process during the first, second, third,

and fourth waves of feminism.
2. Discuss significant political achievements during the various feminist waves such as obtaining suffrage, civil rights achievements,

and the #MeToo movement.
3. Explore women’s efforts to gain representation in United States institutions through their voting behavior, interest group activity,

engagement with political parties, and candidacy for political office.
4. Analyze mass media representation of women’s participation in the United States’ political process, notably the representation of

women as candidates for political office.

Course Outcome(s):
Examine how gender’s role influences the behavior of women who hold political office in the United States. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities. 
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Objective(s):
1. Explore women’s involvement in all branches and levels of the United States government: within the legislative, executive, and

judicial branches; and, at the federal, state, and local levels.
2. Explore how women holding governmental positions impact the activities and operations of the United States government.
3. Compare women’s governing tactics with the governing tactics of men in similar positions.

Course Outcome(s):
Discuss how gender’s role and women, as political actors, shape public policy in the United States. 

Essential Learning Outcome Mapping:
Civic Responsibility: Analyze the results of actions and inactions with the likely effects on the larger local and/or global communities. 

Objective(s):
1. Explain the nature of public policy and how it is made.
2.  Explore the role of women in all phases of the public policymaking process in the United States.
3. Recognize the differences in policy preferences between men and women in the United States.
4. Analyze various policy issues. Topics can vary and may include family, reproductive rights, health care, education, social welfare,
the workplace, sexual harassment, crime and punishment and economic equality.

Methods of Evaluation:
Tests including multiple choice, short answer and essay type questions
Participation in class discussions
Projects
Book reviews
Oral presentations
Research paper
Service learning projects related to course topics

Course Content Outline:
1. Women's political participation in the United States from an historical and contemporary perspective

a. Women’s voting behavior and the “gender gap”
b. Women's involvement with interest groups
c. Women's engagement with political parties
d. Women as candidates for political office
e. The representation of women candidates for political office in the mass media
f. Significant achievements resulting from Women’s political participation

2. Women holding political office in the United States
a. Legislative, executive, and judicial branches
b. Federal, state, and local levels
c. Governing tactics

3. Women shaping United States public policy:
a. Policy making process and the policy cycle
b. Gender and policy preferences
c. Policy issues may include

i. Reproductive Rights
ii. Family

iii. Health Care
iv. Education
v. Social welfare

vi. The workplace
vii. Sexual harassment

viii. Crime and punishment
ix. Economic equity
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